
THE	  AFTERMATH	  
	  

“The	  Soda	  Wars”	  



“Our	  Achilles	  heel	  is	  the	  discussion	  
about	  obesity…It’s	  gone	  from	  a	  small,	  
manageable	  US	  issue	  to	  a	  huge	  global	  
issue.	  	  It	  dilutes	  our	  marke?ng	  and	  
works	  against	  us.	  	  It’s	  a	  huge,	  huge	  
issue.”	  

	   	   	  	  
	   	   	  -‐-‐Coca-‐Cola	  Marke?ng	  Execu?ve,	  	  
	  	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	  Adver&sing	  Age	  2007	  
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How	  Quickly	  We	  Forget	  



What	  Happened	  With	  Tobacco?	  

1.	  Courageous	  public	  health	  officials	  spoke	  out	  
	  
2.	  Triggering	  a	  “virtuous	  cycle”	  of	  state	  and	  local	  
policymaking	  that	  started	  with	  taxa?on	  

3.	  Eventually	  resulted	  in	  landmark	  global	  treaty	  

	  



Courageous	  	  
Public	  Health	  
Officials	  	  
Spoke	  Out	  



Tobacco	  Taxes	  Started	  Small	  and	  
Grew	  

Blue:	  Less	  than	  $2	  	  
tax	  per	  pack	  

Purple:	  $2	  tax	  per	  pack	  

Red:	  $4	  tax	  per	  pack	  



Tax	  Proceeds	  Were	  Spent	  on	  Public	  EducaIon	  



Tax	  Proceeds	  Were	  Spent	  on	  Public	  EducaIon	  



Eventually,	  the	  2003	  UN	  Framework	  
ConvenIon	  on	  Tobacco	  Control	  
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Trends in Tobacco Use and Lung Cancer Death Rates* in the US 



Berkeley,	  2015	  
Albany,	  2017	  
Oakland,	  2017	  
Philadelphia,	  2017	  
Boulder	  2017	  
Chicago,	  2017	  
San	  Francisco,	  2018	  
SeaVle	  2018	  

USA	  

THE	  VIRTUOUS	  CYCLE	  UNDERWAY	  
Sugary	  Beverage	  Taxes	  –	  United	  States	  	  



Barbados	  
Chile	  
Dominica	  
Fiji	  
Finland	  
France	  
French	  Polynesia	  
Hungary	  
Ireland	  
MauriIus	  
Mexico	  
Nauru	  
Norway	  
Philippines	  
Portugal	  
Samoa	  
Saudi	  Arabia	  
South	  Africa	  
Tonga	  
United	  Arab	  
Emirates	  
United	  Kingdom	  
USA	  

Sugary	  Beverage	  Taxes–	  
World	  



WARNING	  
Drinking	  beverages	  with	  added	  sugar(s)	  contributes	  to	  obesity,	  diabetes,	  and	  tooth	  decay.	  This	  is	  a	  message	  from	  the	  City	  and	  County	  of	  San	  Francisco.	  	  

COURAGEOUS	  OFFICIALS	  	  
HAVE	  BEGUN	  TO	  SPEAK	  OUT	  



COURAGEOUS	  	  
OFFICIALS	  	  
HAVE	  BEGUN	  TO	  	  
SPEAK	  OUT	  



BARRIERS	  TO	  REFORM	  



	  COCA-‐COLA’S	  EUROPEAN	  OFFENSIVE	  

Source:	  	  DCLeaks	  
	  



Campaigning	  for	  Fitness	  

“We	  understand	  and	  recognize	  that	  obesity	  is	  a	  
complex	  public	  health	  challenge…All	  of	  our	  
products	  can	  be	  part	  of	  an	  ac?ve,	  healthy	  lifestyle	  
that	  includes	  a	  sensible	  and	  balanced	  diet,	  proper	  
hydra?on	  and	  regular	  physical	  ac?vity.	  	  However,	  
when	  it	  comes	  to	  weight	  management,	  all	  calories	  
count,	  whatever	  food	  or	  beverage	  they	  come	  
from,	  including	  calories	  from	  our	  beverages.”	  
	  

	   	   	  -‐-‐Coca-‐Cola	  Annual	  Report	  to	  the	   	  
	   	   	  SEC,	  2013	  	  
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American	  Beverage	  AssociaIon:	  
“Balanced	  Calories	  IniIaIve”	  





TRANSPARENCY	  



TRANSPARENCY?	  



ISCOLE	  STUDY:	  	  
Physical	  InacIvity	  as	  Cause	  of	  Global	  

Childhood	  Obesity	  


